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What Is Percocet? 
Percocet is a prescription pain medication that combines two active ingredients: 

●​ Oxycodone – an opioid that reduces pain signals in the brain and spinal cord.​
 

●​ Acetaminophen (Tylenol®) – a non-opioid analgesic that enhances oxycodone’s 
effects.​
 

Percocet is used to treat moderate to severe pain when other treatments aren’t effective. 
Because it contains an opioid, it’s classified as a Schedule II controlled substance in the 
United States and carries a risk of dependence and addiction. 

 

https://communityhealth.amebaownd.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/unitedpharmacist/home


How Percocet Works 
The oxycodone component binds to mu-opioid receptors in the central nervous system, 
reducing pain perception.​
 Acetaminophen helps by blocking pain-causing chemicals (prostaglandins) and lowering 
fever.​
 Together, they deliver fast, effective pain relief—but also increase the need for careful 
monitoring. 

 

Approved Medical Uses 
Doctors prescribe Percocet for: 

●​ Post-surgical pain​
 

●​ Pain from injuries or fractures​
 

●​ Severe arthritis or back pain​
 

●​ Cancer-related pain​
 

It is not meant for long-term, daily use unless closely supervised by a physician. 

 

Available Strengths 

Oxycodone 
(mg) 

Acetaminophen 
(mg) 

Example Label 

2.5 mg 325 mg Percocet 
2.5/325 

5 mg 325 mg Percocet 5/325 



7.5 mg 325 mg Percocet 
7.5/325 

10 mg 325 mg Percocet 10/325 

All tablets are immediate-release, typically lasting 4 to 6 hours. 

 

Dosage and Administration 
●​ Usual adult dose: 1 tablet every 4 to 6 hours as needed for pain.​

 
●​ Maximum daily limit: No more than 12 tablets or 4,000 mg of acetaminophen in 24 

hours.​
 

Important guidelines: 

●​ Take exactly as prescribed.​
 

●​ Swallow tablets whole with water.​
 

●​ Avoid alcohol or other sedatives.​
 

●​ Do not exceed the acetaminophen limit—doing so may cause liver damage.​
 

 

Common Side Effects 
Mild effects: 

●​ Drowsiness or dizziness​
 

●​ Nausea, vomiting, or constipation​
 

●​ Dry mouth​
 



●​ Lightheadedness​
 

●​ Sweating or itching​
 

Serious effects (seek emergency care): 

●​ Slow or shallow breathing​
 

●​ Extreme drowsiness or loss of consciousness​
 

●​ Confusion or hallucinations​
 

●​ Yellowing of skin/eyes (possible liver toxicity)​
 

●​ Allergic reaction (rash, swelling, difficulty breathing)​
 

 

Warnings and Precautions 
●​ Addiction & Dependence: Percocet can be habit-forming even at therapeutic doses.​

 
●​ Respiratory Depression: High doses or combining with alcohol/benzodiazepines can 

be fatal.​
 

●​ Liver Damage: Due to acetaminophen—avoid other acetaminophen-containing 
products.​
 

●​ Pregnancy/Breastfeeding: May cause withdrawal symptoms in newborns.​
 

●​ Driving/Operating Machinery: Avoid until you know how the medication affects you.​
 

 

Percocet vs. Other Pain Relievers 

Feature Percocet OxyContin Vicodin 



Ingredients Oxycodone + 
Acetaminophen 

Oxycodone 
(ER) 

Hydrocodone + 
Acetaminophen 

Duration 4–6 hrs 12 hrs 4–6 hrs 

Formulation Immediate-release Extended-releas
e 

Immediate-release 

Use Short-term pain Chronic pain Moderate pain 

 

Signs of Percocet Misuse or Addiction 
Watch for: 

●​ Taking higher doses or using without a prescription​
 

●​ “Doctor shopping” or running out early​
 

●​ Cravings or withdrawal symptoms​
 

●​ Neglecting work or relationships​
 

If these occur, contact a healthcare professional. Effective treatments include: 

●​ Medication-assisted therapy (MAT) using buprenorphine or methadone​
 

●​ Behavioral counseling or cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT)​
 

●​ Support programs such as Narcotics Anonymous (NA)​
 

 

Withdrawal Symptoms 



When Percocet use stops abruptly: 

●​ Anxiety or irritability​
 

●​ Muscle aches​
 

●​ Nausea, diarrhea, or vomiting​
 

●​ Chills or sweating​
 

●​ Insomnia​
 

Tapering gradually under medical supervision helps reduce withdrawal discomfort. 

 

Safe Storage and Disposal 
●​ Keep in a locked cabinet away from children and others.​

 
●​ Never share your prescription—it’s illegal and dangerous.​

 
●​ Dispose of unused tablets through DEA take-back programs or according to FDA flush 

guidelines.​
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
1. Is Percocet the same as Oxycodone?​
 No. Percocet contains oxycodone plus acetaminophen; oxycodone alone is a 
single-ingredient opioid. 

2. Can I drink alcohol while taking Percocet?​
 No. Mixing alcohol and Percocet can cause dangerous sedation and liver toxicity. 

3. How long does Percocet last?​
 Pain relief typically lasts 4 to 6 hours per dose. 

4. Is Percocet addictive?​
 Yes. It can lead to dependence even when taken as directed, so close medical supervision is 
essential. 



5. How can Percocet addiction be treated?​
 Through gradual tapering, medication-assisted therapy, and behavioral support 
programs. 

 

Conclusion 
Percocet is an effective short-term pain reliever for moderate to severe pain, but it carries 
serious risks of dependence, overdose, and liver damage if misused. Always follow your 
doctor’s directions, avoid alcohol, and store the medication securely. For long-term pain, discuss 
safer alternatives with your healthcare provider. 
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