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What Is Oxycodone? 
Oxycodone is a prescription opioid pain medication used to treat moderate to severe pain. 
It works by binding to specific receptors in the brain and spinal cord, helping reduce the 
perception of pain. Oxycodone is available under several brand names, including OxyContin®, 
Roxicodone®, and Percocet® (combined with acetaminophen). 

Because it is a powerful opioid, oxycodone is typically prescribed when other pain relief 
medications (such as ibuprofen or acetaminophen) are not effective. 

 

How Oxycodone Works 
Oxycodone acts on the central nervous system (CNS) by activating mu-opioid receptors. 
This reduces the transmission of pain signals and produces a sense of relaxation and euphoria 
— which also contributes to its potential for abuse and addiction. 
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Common Brand Names and Forms 
Oxycodone comes in immediate-release (IR) and extended-release (ER) formulations: 

●​ Immediate-Release (IR): For short-term pain relief (e.g., after surgery or injury).​
 

○​ Brand names: Roxicodone®, Oxaydo®​
 

●​ Extended-Release (ER): For around-the-clock pain management.​
 

○​ Brand names: OxyContin®, Xtampza ER®​
 

It can also be found in combination products such as: 

●​ Percocet® (Oxycodone + Acetaminophen)​
 

●​ Percodan® (Oxycodone + Aspirin)​
 

 

Medical Uses of Oxycodone 
Oxycodone is prescribed for various pain-related conditions, including: 

●​ Chronic back pain​
 

●​ Post-surgical pain​
 

●​ Cancer-related pain​
 

●​ Severe arthritis pain​
 

●​ Trauma or injury recovery​
 

 

Dosage and Administration 



Oxycodone dosage depends on factors such as: 

●​ Severity of pain​
 

●​ Patient’s opioid tolerance​
 

●​ Age and medical condition​
 

Typical starting doses: 

●​ Immediate-release: 5 to 15 mg every 4 to 6 hours as needed​
 

●​ Extended-release: 10 mg every 12 hours (for opioid-tolerant patients only)​
 

⚠️ Important: Never adjust your dosage without medical advice. Misuse can cause overdose 
or respiratory depression. 

 

Possible Side Effects 
Like all opioids, oxycodone may cause side effects, especially when first starting or when 
dosage changes. Common side effects include: 

●​ Drowsiness or dizziness​
 

●​ Constipation​
 

●​ Nausea and vomiting​
 

●​ Itching or sweating​
 

●​ Dry mouth​
 

Serious side effects (seek medical attention immediately): 

●​ Shallow breathing​
 

●​ Severe drowsiness​
 

●​ Confusion​
 



●​ Seizures​
 

●​ Signs of allergic reaction (rash, swelling, difficulty breathing)​
 

 

Warnings and Precautions 
●​ Addiction and Dependence: Oxycodone can be habit-forming even when taken as 

prescribed.​
 

●​ Respiratory Depression: High doses or combining oxycodone with other sedatives (like 
alcohol or benzodiazepines) can be fatal.​
 

●​ Pregnancy and Breastfeeding: May cause withdrawal symptoms in newborns.​
 

●​ Do Not Mix: Avoid alcohol or other CNS depressants.​
 

Always follow your doctor’s directions and use oxycodone only under close medical 
supervision. 

 

Oxycodone vs. Other Opioids 

Feature Oxycodone Hydrocodone Morphine 

Potency High Moderate High 

Duration 4–6 hrs (IR) / 12 hrs (ER) 4–6 hrs 3–7 hrs 

Common Combo Acetaminophen 
(Percocet) 

Acetaminophen (Vicodin) None 

Oxycodone is often preferred for chronic pain management due to its reliable absorption and 
potent effects, but carries similar addiction risks to other opioids. 



 

Signs of Oxycodone Addiction or Misuse 
●​ Taking higher doses than prescribed​

 
●​ “Doctor shopping” for extra prescriptions​

 
●​ Cravings or withdrawal symptoms​

 
●​ Social withdrawal or mood swings​

 

If you or someone you know struggles with oxycodone addiction, seek help immediately. 
Treatment options include: 

●​ Medication-assisted therapy (MAT) with buprenorphine or methadone​
 

●​ Counseling and behavioral therapy​
 

●​ Support groups (e.g., Narcotics Anonymous)​
 

 

Safe Storage and Disposal 
To prevent misuse or accidental ingestion: 

●​ Store oxycodone in a locked cabinet out of children’s reach.​
 

●​ Never share your medication.​
 

●​ Dispose of unused pills through DEA-approved take-back programs or mix with an 
unappealing substance before discarding.​
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
1. Is oxycodone stronger than hydrocodone?​
 Yes. Oxycodone is generally considered slightly stronger and may last longer. 



2. Can I drink alcohol while taking oxycodone?​
 No. Mixing oxycodone with alcohol can cause dangerous breathing problems or death. 

3. How long does oxycodone stay in your system?​
 Typically, it can be detected in urine for 3–4 days, in saliva for 1–2 days, and in hair for up to 
90 days. 

4. Is oxycodone the same as Percocet?​
 Percocet contains oxycodone + acetaminophen, whereas oxycodone alone is a single active 
ingredient. 

 

Conclusion 
Oxycodone is a highly effective medication for managing moderate to severe pain, but it 
carries serious risks if misused. Always use it exactly as prescribed, never share it with others, 
and seek professional help if dependence develops. Responsible use and close monitoring can 
help patients benefit from oxycodone safely. 
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