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Lead Authors

Alfonso Aguirre-Mufioz is an oceanographer with an inter-
disciplinary Ph.D. in Regional Studies and Sustainable Devel-
opment. He has forty years of professional trajectory in the
conservation and sustainable development of coastal, marine
and island ecosystems and was the former Director General of
GECI (2002 to 2017).

Matt Guilliams is the Tucker Plant Systematist at the San-
ta Barbara Botanic Garden. A native Californian, Matt has
worked with the plants of the state since 1998. At the Garden
he focuses on biodiversity of the Central Coast and Channel
Islands, as well as on studies of the Boraginaceae and Montia-
ceae.

Steve Junak has been exploring the California Islands and
studying their plants for almost 50 years. He worked as a bota-
nist at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden for 37 years, has re-
tired from that job, and is currently a Research Associate there.
He co-authored the Flora of Santa Cruz Island (1995), wrote
the Flora of San Nicolas Island (2008), and is currently work-
ing with several other authors on a flora for Catalina Island.

Denise Knapp has a Ph.D. in Ecology from the University
of California, Santa Barbara and an M.A. degree in Geogra-
phy from the University of California, Los Angeles. She has
worked on vegetation, fire ecology, invasive species, rare plant,
and habitat restoration projects; her current focus is plant-in-
sect interactions, especially pollinators. She has worked as an
ecologist in California, particularly the Channel Islands, for two
decades.

John Knapp’s love-affair with the California Islands started
when, at two years old, his father would leave him to play on
Tin Can Beach (now Bolsa Chica) while he went for a run,
and John would look across the Catalina Channel at the moun-
tain in the sea wondering what awaited him out there. What he
found was great beauty and the need for dramatic conserva-
tion intervention, and after working on the islands for the past
two decades he now serves as the California Islands Ecologist
with The Nature Conservancy. His goal is to develop strategies,
methodologies, and tools to more effectively and efficiently ad-
dress the conservation challenges facing the islands, which is
best summarized by Willis Linn Jepson who wrote in 1907, “Iz
the long run protection must come by the devices and resources of united
¢ffort, high intelligence, and careful handling.”

David Merzurkewicz is a Wildlife Biologist for Channel Is-
lands National Park focused on seabirds and habitat restora-
tion. He has been working on the California Islands for the
past decade. The scope of his work within the Park encom-
passes ecological restoration for seabird nesting habitat and as-
sociated plant communities as well as spearheading the Park’s
Inventory and Monitoring program for seabirds.

Kathryn McEachern is interested in exploring how changes
in the environment affect populations of rare and endangered
plants. She is a Research Plant Ecologist with the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey - Western Ecological Research Center’s Channel Is-
lands Field Station, in Ventura, California. She has been study-
ing the distribution, abundance and demography of rare plants
on the northern Channel Islands for nearly 20 years, providing
research to inform and test restoration and recovery actions.

Bryan Munson is the Botany program manager for Naval
Base Coronado, which includes San Clemente Island and 7
properties in San Diego County. Bryan has worked in environ-
mental compliance for the Navy for 10 years. Bryan graduated
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with a B.S. in Biol-
ogy and a minor in Environmental Studies.

Tom Oberbauer has had a lifelong interest in islands and has
had the opportunity to visit most of the California and Baja
California Pacific Coast Islands as well as many in the Sea of
Cortez. He has written a number of articles describing the bot-
any of the islands including for Fremontia.

Federico Méndez-Sanchez is an oceanographer with a MSc
in Environmental Management from The University of Auck-
land, New Zealand. He also has twelve years of experience
working on conservation, restoration, and sustainable devel-
opment of the islands and has been the Director General of
GECI since March 2017.

John Randall is a Lead Scientist for The Nature Conservancy’s
California Chapter. He supervises a team of four other scien-
tists working to conserve and manage protected areas and cor-
ridors with the aim of linking them into a statewide network.
His own work is currently focused on the conservation and
management of the biodiversity of the Islands of the Califor-
nias, and on contributing to an urban conservation program
for Greater Los Angeles by assessing the distribution of bio-
diversity and opportunities for enhancing it across the region.
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